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Osborne: NU favored too heavily 


By Chris Hopfensperger 
First Down Reporter 


Last year Oregon State tied Colorado. 

Both the Beavers and the Buffaloes held Nebraska to 397 yards, 
its their lowest offensive output until the Fiesta Bowl. 

“We did not move the ball at will against Oregon State,’’ 
Nebraska coach Tom Osborne said. 

In fact, Osborne said, the Beavers were the best defensive team 
with the best schemes on last year’s non-conference schedule 
despite losing to Nebraska 35-7. 

This year, however, might be a different story. 

So far, Oregon State is 0-4. 

‘They're obviously disappointed in how things have gone this 
far,’’ Osborne said. 

They are also probably disappointed at the oddsmakers for 
listing them 50-point underdogs early this week. 

Osborne said he can’tremember a game where a Nebraska team 
has been favored by such an enormous margin and he would like 
to forget it now. 

“That's probably the most misleading thing to use and the only 
thing fans can look at,’’ he said. ‘It does build up expectations. 

“I don’t believe anybody should be favored by that amount.’’ 

Several factors are overlooked when the only thing a person can 
see 1§ a point spread, Osborne said, noting the number of times the 
Beavers have lost the ball. Oregon State has 14 turnovers. 

**They had a tremendous number of turnovers against UNLV,”* 
Osborne said. “*I think they had six straight turnovers and that led 
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to their destruction, 

“Tf the situation reverses and they have a plus three or four 
turnovers, then it could get ught.”’ 

Osborne said the Cornhuskers are not counting on the Beavers 
giving them the ball, 

“You've always gol to figure that when you play somebody, 
you may not have that factor,”’ he said. ‘‘We’re hoping that we'll 
take good care of the ball and we’re prepared to play a team that 
doesn’t turn it over.”” 

Nebraska has also had a small problem with turnovers this 
season, Osborne said, with eight turnovers in the Huskers’ first 
three games. 

‘*We have not done a bad job,” he said. ‘“We’ve got to get that 
turnover thing down to one or zero (per game). 

‘‘We’dlike to get intoarhythm where we’re taking a little better 
care of the ball,”’ 

Being sucha heavy favorite does not change the team’s outlook 
on the game or allow the players to let up their intensity, Osborne 
said. 

‘*Our approach is generally to play against ourselves. We want 
to play as well as we can,”” he said. ‘*We usually have competition 
for positions, so a player knows if he goes out and doesn’t play well 
there is somebody else who may be able to play better. 

‘We use that approach whether we are playing Oklahoma or 
whether we're playing somebody that we’re favored to beat 
handily and for the most part it works fairly well.” 

The depth that provides for that competition within the team 
also makes it possible to replaced injured starters with adequate 
players. 

That was visible in last Saturdays 56-0 thrashing of Minnesota, 
when the No. 3 and No. 4 I-backs, Derek Brown and George 
Achola, replaced injured starter Leodis Flowers and No. 2 back 
Scott Baldwin. 

“Our depth at I-back is really outstanding,’’ Osborne said. ““We 
have some other positions where we’re struggling, where we’re 
really concerned about one guy getting injured because we don’t 
have another gut that can go in and really perform at the level we 
want to play at.” 
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Kragthorpe: NU’s defense is awesome 


By Paul Domeier 
First Down Co-editor 


_ The Oregon State Beavers could keep today’s game close, 
improve as a team heading into the rest of their Pac-10 schedule 
and maybe, just maybe, pull off an upset. 

Or they could get mashed again. 

‘We’ ll be able to tell after the game whether indeed we did get 
somiecang out of the game,” Oregon State coach Dave Kragthorpe 
said. 

The Beavers gained from last year’s game against Nebraska, 
Kragthorpe said. The Cornhuskers beat the Beavers 35-7 on the 
way to a4-7-1 record, but Oregon State had 228 yards compared to 
Nebraska’s 397. 

Now the Beavers are in a situation similar to 1989. 

“At the stage that our team is right now, we just want to go out 
and play well,’’ Kragthorpe said. 

That, Kragthorpe said, is something the Beavers have not done 
yet. Oregon State is 0-4, having lost to Montana, Kansas, UNLV 
and Stanford by a combined score of 142-50. 

Kragthorpe said Oregon State should be 2-2. 

“As far as preseason predictions and prognosis, we’ re not doing 
very well,” he said. 

Injuries, particularly to wide receiver Jason Kent, cornerback 
Brent Huff and defensive tackle Esera Tuaolo, have contributed to 
the rough start, Kragthorpe said. 

“‘When you're struggling like we are, you need to be at 100 
percent to have a chance,’’ he said. 

On defense, the Beavers were going to rely on Lombardi Trophy 
candidate Tuaolo -- hard to pronounce, hard to block and hard to 
find for the first four games. Kragthorpe said’Tuaolo, the leading 
tackler in last year’s contest, has been kept out most of this season 
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and will see limited action today. 

Kragthorpe said he has seen films of all of Nebraska's games. 

‘*(The Huskers are) always tough, and this may be one of their 
better teams,’ he said. “‘It starts with their defense. It’s just 
awesome, There’s no other way to put it.”’ 

Nebraska leads the series 8-2, having won the last three meet- 
ings. Oregon State’s two victories came in 1947 and 1948. 

At the end of the 1948 season, the Beavers played in the 
Pineapple Bowl. Oregon State’s most recent bowl game was the 
1965 Rose Bowl. The program had five winning seasons after that, 
and are now on a 19-year streak of losing records. ; 

‘The most important thing is that this program has been losing 
a long time,’’ Kragthorpe said, ‘‘so our confidence level isn’t 
where it is supposed to be.”’ 
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the game. State Fair Park is just a few blocks away. 
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dinner while you cheer your favorites home. Keep the 
excitement of game day running well into the night. 
Come out to the track, and continue a fine Nebraska 
tradition—winning! &@ Post Time is: 6 p.m. Thursday 
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I-back George Achola, No. 4 on the Huskers’ depth chart, rushed for 123 yards last Saturday 


Not a bad day at all for Achola 


By Chris Hopfensperger 
First Down Reporter 


George Achola, the Cornhuskers’ No. 4 I-back, had himself 
quite a day last Saturday. 

Achola was the garhe’s leading rusher, gaining 123 yards on 16 
carries. He scored his first career touchdown in Nebraska’s 56-0 
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rout of Minnesota. 
After the game, the junior out of Omaha Creighton Prep 


* accepted congratulations, well-wishes and the fact that the next 


game could be a whole different story. He enjoyed the moment. 

“‘] just thank God for a day like this,’ Achola said. *‘That’s 
what I did when I got to the locker room. I prayed and thanked God 
for a day like this. 

‘‘T may not have another one, so I’m going to cherish this one 
as much as I can.”’ 

Injuries to regular starter Leodis Flowers and backup Scott 
Baldwin pushed freshman Derek Brown and Achola into the 
forefront. Brown became the starter, Achola his backup; a role that 
almost never happened. Achola about called it quits. 

“Tt was me, Baldwin, Flowers and Brown,”’ Achola said. “‘I 

was going to be the fourth man. I came really close to hanging it 
up.” ? 
Achola, who redshirt one season, said it was difficult for 
someone who had been with the program as long as him, to accept 
not making the traveling squad. The Huskers usually take three I- 
backs to away games. 

“It gets really frustrating for a guy that is as old as me,’’ Achola 
said. ‘‘By the time you’re a junior you really have to think about 
things, about what you are going to do with your life.” 

Against the Golden Gophers, Achola stole a portion of the show 
breaking a 45-yard run to the Minnesota one, chased down from 
behind by safety Sean Lumpkin. 

** At first I was embarrassed that guy caught me, but! was happy 
to get down that far,”’ he said. 

Achola knows that once order is restored, and Flowers and 
Baldwinare back to full speed, he, again, will find himself low man 
on the totem pole at I-back. 

‘The competition is amazing,’’ Achola said. ‘“You’ve got to 
learn a lot of things and adjust to the speed and size of the gate. 
You feel lost in the shuffle. That’s not to downgrade the program, 
but that’s the kind of program it is. One guy goes down and you 
shuffle another one in there. 

‘*You saw that today with Flowers and Baldwin out, Derek 
Brown and I came in and did a satisfactory job.”’ 


Saturday, September 29, 1990 First Down Magazine Page 7 


Nebraska Cornhuskers 


210 = Jr. 59. Ray Riefenrath OT 290. Jr. 91 Andy Zacharias ILB 
270 Jr. 93 Travis Hill OLB 
260 Fr. 94 Brian Brown DT 
280 Jr. 95 Paul Brungardt DT 
255 So. 96 David White OLB 
250! “Jr: 97 Pat Engelbert MG 
245 Sr. 98 Mike Jefferson MG 
245 So. 99 Mike Petko ILB 


IB 
24 CurtisCotton SS 
25 Omar Soto FB 
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27 Derek Brown IB 
28 Eric Anderson CB 
29 ScowBaldwin IB 
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32 Lamont White WB 
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No. Players Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl | No, Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl. | No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. CL 
1 Mike Grant QB 6-2 210 Jr. 33. Tyrone Hughes WB 5-9 175 So. | 69 Dave Jensen OG 6-5 275 So 
2 Mickey Joseph QB 5-11 180 Jr. 34 Trev Alberts OLB 6-4 220 Fr. 70 JamieLiewer DT 6-5 260 So 
3 Tom Wemer WB 5-9 150 So. | 35 Scott Kurtz ILB 5-11 220 Sr. 72 John Clarke DT 6-2 250 Jr 
3 Tyrone Legette CB 5-9 180 Jr. 37 RobertGlantz FB 5-11 220 Jr. 72 John Parrella DT 6-4 275 So 
4 George Achola IB 5-11 195 Jr, 36 Brian Pollard § 5-10 190 Jr. 73 Steve Engsrom OT 6-3 290 Sr 
5 TahaunLewis CB 5-11 170 Sr, 38 Bruce Pickens CB 5-11 190 Sr.. | 74 ScottPeterson OG 6-4 240 So 
6 Brad Devall WB 5-9 180 Sr. | 40 Pat Tyrance ILB 6-2 240 Sr. | 75 Will Shields OG 6-2 260 So 
8 Tyrone Byrd FS. 5-11 165 So, | 41 Tim Johnk FB 5-10 215 Jr. 76 BrianBoerboom OT 6-7 285 Jr 
9 Robert Hicks CB 5-10 185 Sr. 44 Gregg Barrios K 5-8 170 Sr. 77 ~=Terry Eyman OT 6-6 265 Sr 
10 Keithen McCant QB 6-2 205 Jr. 45 Jon Crippen CB 5-10 170 Sr. 78 Tom Punt OT 6-8 285 Sr. 
11 Mark Dowse SE -0 180 Jr. 46 BrianMohnsen ILB 6-3 240 Jr. 80 Chris Garrett TE 6-3 240 Jr 
12 Jerry Dunlap QB 5-11 195 Sr. 47 Mike Stigge P 6-1 185 So. | 81 LanceBobolz WB 5-10 170 Sr. 
13 Byron Bennett P-K 5-11 180 Fr. 48 Mike Anderson ILB 6-1 230 Fr. 82 Dan Pleasant SE 5-9 175) Jr 
14 Jeff Lang K -9 175 Fr. | 49 Paul Wightman ILB 6-1 220 So. | 83 Mike Vedral TE 6-3 225 So 
15 Tom Haase QB 6-0 180 Jr. 51 Brent Pick OT 6-5 265 Sr. 84 Rick Wendland OLB 6-1 215 Sr. 
16 Vernon Powell SE -10 160 So. | 52 MattPenland ILB 6-0 220 So. | 85 DarylLeise TE 6-2 230 Jr 
17 Reggie Cooper SS -3. 210 = Sr. 53 Bill Ziegelbein C 6-5 240 Jr. 86 Johnny Mitchell TE 6-5 250 Fr. 
18 Jon Bostick SE r2. 18> Jr, 54 Troy Branch ILB 6-2 220 Fr. 86 J. Spitzenberger OLB 6-1 220 Sr. 
19 Keith Mackell SE -10 160 Sr. | 55 TerrisChomey C 6-1 250 So. | 87 Dan Svehla OLB 6-0 230 Sr 
A Wy fo Ta Soh 56 Joe Sims DT 6-3 280 Sr. 88 Mike Croel OLB 6-3 225 Sr. 

22 Nate Turner WB 6- 225: Jr, 57 Kenny Walker DT 6- 240 Sr. 89 W.Washington TE 6-2 245 So 
23 Leodis Flowers -11 200 Jr. 58 David Edeal € 6- 260 Sr. 90 L. Anderson DT S 260 Sr 
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. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl. | No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl. | No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl. 


No 

1 DennisEdwards SS 6-2 203 Fr, 33. Rodney Clemente RB 6-0 202 Jr. 65 Rick Mink OG 6-3 255 Sr. 
2 ~=Al Griswold WR 5-8 161 Sr. 34 Alfredo Hylton TB 5-10 180 Sr. 66 Joe Sosky LB 6-0 216 Fr. 
3 Kevin Domer TB 5-10 183 Sr. 35 Chad Paulson Ss 6-2, 194 Fr. 67 Derek Nelons OG 6-3 288 Sr. 
4 Doug Lewis LBY) Seth S237 Vir: 36 Doug Burke P 6-3 185 Jr. 68 Jeff Childreth DT 6-1 240 =«*F r. 
5 Uda Walker WR 6-3 154 Fr. 37 Brian Beck CB 5-8 168 ~ Sr. 70 Andrew Clay OT 6-4 280 Jr. 

6 Maurice Wilson WR 5-8 168 So. 38 Jon Sandstrom LB Pee 214 Rr, 72 Jason Downs OG 62 266 Jr. 

7 Fred Schweer QB 6-3 192 Fr. 39 Mike Cunningham LB 6-1 220 = Sr. 73. Matt Miner OG 6-1 247 Sr. 
8 Matt Booher QB 6-2 196 Sr. 40 Rickey Fizer UB. sa 255) SG) 75 Dan Berringer DE 6-4 255 Fr. 
9 Eric Davis LB 6-0 239 Jr. 41. James Jones FB 6-2 244 So. 76 FletcherKeister OT 6-4 289 So. 
10 ‘Tony Blount CB *§:9 185 Sr. 42 Todd McKinney LB B23.) 209 USx 77 ~Adam Albaugh OT (6-5 274) ‘Fr. 
12 Ed Browning QB 6-0 187 Jr. 43 Jerrell Waddell TB 6-0 189 Sr, 78 Brad D'Ancona OT 6-3 290 Sr. 
13. Michael Hale DB 5-11 185 Fr. 44 Earl Zackery DB 5-11 201 So. 79 Steve Bennett DE 6-4 250 So. 
14 Brent Huff CB 5-10 166 Jr. 45 Cory Huot FB 63 190 Fr. 80 Jason Blum TE 64 248 Jr. 

15 ScottThompson FS 6-1 191 Sr. 46 Mark Price LHF 6225) 25° So; 81 Kevin Strasser WR 5-10 169 So. 
16 Kent Riddle QB 6-1 199 Jr. 47 Jason Kent WR 5-11 195 Sr. 82 Eric Hale LB! . 6-5,. 215° Fr. 
17 Craig Whelihan QB 6-5 174 ‘Fr. 48 Esera Tuaolo DT 6-3 268 ~=s Sr. 84 Craig Palos WR 5-11 162 Fr. 
18 William Ephriam DB 5-10 155 Fr. 49 Joe Polamalu LB 6:0 «23 «Sr. 85 David Brown TE 6-7 244 Fr. 
19 AnthonyGlover LB 6-3 225 Jr. 50 David Miller pe aiess 25 FUSE 86 Greg Juul DE 64 257 ‘Jr. 

20 Paul Montgomery FS 6-1 199 Fr. 51 Dan Blus OG 6-1 274 Jr. 87 Tony O'Billovich LB 6-1 197 Fr. 
21 Zechariah Davis CB 5-11 172 So. $2. John Garrett OG 6-4 239 Fr. 88 Phil Hammitt TE 6-2. 211 So. 
22 Scot Benton WR 5-9 160 Sr. 53 Tim Slone BB 6-35 227» “Sa: 89 George Breland TE 6-4 219 Sr. 
23 Julius Young CB 5-10 176, Fr. 54 Tom Nordquist Cc 6-2. 259 Jr, 90 Martin Billings DE 63 236 Sr. 
24 Jason Barry RB 5-11 200 Fr. $5 Sailusi Poulivaai DE 6-2 254 So. 91 Paul Hill LB 6-1 218 Sr 
25 Scott Wright TB 5-10 186 Fr. 56 Mark Koenig LB (6-2. 213% In 92 ThomasBookman DT 6-2 270 Fr. 
26 Torey Overstreet CB 5-11 182 Sr. 57 Billy Polk Bi) 6-37 20S) liFr. 94 JosephKeamey LB 6-2 222 ‘Jr. 

27 ‘Spencer Fields DB 6-0 182 Sr. 58 Vince Rollins c 6-3) ‘245 Ir 95 Jason Walling PIA 16-3) ~250,) -Ir. 

29 Reggie Pitchford TB 5-10 205 Sr. 59 Todd Sahlfeld Dees) 22Te Te, 96 Chad de Sulley DE 64 232 Fr. 
30 John Young CB. 6-1) 215 Fr. 61 ChristianMiller OT 6-5 240 Fr. 97 Tim Kollas P 5-11 176 Fr. 
31 Doug Nelson LB 6:1 222) Fr. 63 Jim Buchanan OG 6-4 254 Fr. 98 James Hartman DL 64 240 Fr. 
32 Rico Petrini LB 6-3 216 Fr. 64 RickMcCathron OG 6-4 246 Fr. 99 Corey Brannon DE 64 263 Jr. 


Artists Conception 


1990 Husker Stadium Panoramic Photo Order Form 


HEY! Imagine seeing yourself with the Huskers! This new camera takes full color 10" X 90", 360 
degree panoramic pictures of the stadium as the HUSKERS come roaring onto the field. The colors 
I are so crisp that you can actually see yourself cheer the HUSKERS to victory! 


1 YES!! Please rush me my 1990 HUSKER STADIUM PHOTO! | have enclosed $29.95 plus $3.50 S&H. 


fh NAME —sSCSCSCO#Maill check, Visa or Maassterrcard To: Husker Stadium Photo 
ADDRESS % Drake & Jaswal Industries 
——— or call 1-800-869-3475 
CITY. CSTATE CCC‘ Maat # P.O. Box 84333 
ZIP PHONE Exp: Lincoln, NE 68501 
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